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nce upon a time, all the professors disappeared, swallowed and
digested by a new system. All the centers of learning closed
because they were outmoded, and their sites were converted
into living quarters swarming with wise, well-organized people who
were incapable of creating anything new.

Knowledge was an item that could be bought and sold. A device
called the IWM 1000 had been invented. It was the ultimate invention:
it brought an entire era to an end. The IWM 1000 was a very small
machine, the size of an old scholarly briefcase. It was very easy to
use—lightweight and affordable to any person interested in knowing
anything. The IWM 1000 contained all human knowledge and all the
facts of all the libraries of the ancient and modern world.

Nobody had to take the trouble of learning anything because the
machine, which could be hand-carried or put on any piece ijhousk(,h()]d
furniture, provided any information to anybody. Its m l
perfect, and the data it gave so precise, that nobody h
it otherwise. Its operation was so simple that childre
ing with it. It was an extension of the human brain. Many people would
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“What is etatex?”

“What does hybrid mean?”

“How do you make a chocolate cake?”

“What does Beethoven’s Pastorale mean?”

“How many inhabitants are there actually in the world?”

“Who was Viriato?”

“What is the distance from the Earth to Jupiter?”

“How can you get rid of freckles?” ' )

“How many asteroids have been discovered this year?

“What is the function of the pancreas?”

“When was the last world war?”

“How old is my neighbor?”

“What does reciprocal mean?” TR p—
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made, and many times these did not come from the intellectyg)q b
from the machines, who tried to convince each other. The two wp,, hut
begun the discussion would listen, and when they tired of ﬁsteninad
they would be thinking which of the two machines was going to get th(;
last word because of the power of the respective generators.

Lovers would make the machines conjugate all the tenses of the
verb to love, and they would listen to romantic songs. In officeg and
administrative buildings tape-recorded orders were given, and th,
IWM 1000 would complete the details of the work. Many people got i
the habit of talking only to their own machines; therefore, nobody cqp-
tradicted them because they knew how the machine was going tg
respond, or because they believed that rivalry could not exist between
a machine and a human being. A machine could not accuse anyone of
ignorance: they could ask anything.

Many fights and domestic arguments were conducted through the
IWM 1000. The contestants would ask the machine to say to their
opponent the dirtiest words and the vilest insults at the highest vol-
ume. And, when they wanted to make peace, they could make it at
once because it was the IWM 1000 and not they who said those words.

People began to feel really bad. They consulted their IWM 1000s,
and the machines told them that their organisms could not tolerate
one more-dose of pep pills because they had reached the limit of their
tolerance. In addition, they computed that the possibilities of suicide
were on the increase, and that a change in lifestyle had become neces-
sary.

. The peopl(? wanted to return to the past, but it was too late. Some
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. ere was some place in the world
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information and details about a remote blace called Takandia Sime
people began to dream about Takandia, They gave the IWM 1.000 t
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udo UP of vowels and consonants. When the syllables were joined
mgether’ they made words, and the words were oral and written. ..
When these ideas became common knowledge, some people were very

content again because these were the first facts acquired for them-
jves and not through the IWM 1000,

Many left the museums to go out to the few antique shops that
remained, and they did not stop until they found syllabaries, which

went from hand to hand in spite of their high prices. When the people
nad the syllabaries, they started to decipher them: a-e-i-o-u, ma me mi

mo mu, pa pe pi po pu. It turned out to be easy and fun. When they
knew how to read, they obtained all the books they could. They were

few, but they were books: The Effect of Chlorophyll on Plants, Les
Miserables by Victor Hugo, One Hundred Recipes Jrom the Kitchen,
The History of the Crusades... They began to read, and, when they
could obtain facts for themselves, they began to feel better. They
stopped taking pep pills. They tried to communicate their new sensa-
tions to their peers. Some looked at them with suspicion and distrust
and labelled them lunatics. Then these few people hastened to buy
tickets to Takandia.

After a jet, they took a slow boat, then a canoe. They walked many
kilometers and arrived at Takandia. There they found themselves sur-
rounded by horrible beings, who did not even wear modest loinclothes.
They lived in the tops of trees; they ate raw meat because they were
not familiar with fire; and they painted their bodies with vegetable
dyes.

The people who had arrived in Takandia realized that, for the first
time in their lives, they were among true human beings, and they
hegan to feel happy. They l(.)oked for .frlends; they yelled as the others
did; and they began to strip off their clothes and throw them away

among the bushes. The natives of Takandia forgot about the visitors
for a few minutes 10 fight over the discarded clothing...
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